
of the larynx and for some distance into the trachea. ITe baa
applied the method to twenty patients and has found that it
immeasurably facilitated operations on the throat in both
children and adults. The procedure was borne with remark-
able ease and no disturbance except a depression left in the
tongue from the groove in the spatula; the spatula now used
has no groove. At need the spatula can be fitted with lumps.

73. Epileptiform Seizures after Salvarsan.—Lesser reports a.
case of epileptiform seizures eight weeks after salvarsan
treatment. This in connection with seventeen similar cases
from the literature, which be tabulates, suggests that in excep-
tional conditions the salvarsan becomes transformed in the
body in such a way as to give off toxic products, the nature
of which we. do not know to date or the etiologic factors.
It seems evident that these toxic products are liable to induce
functional disturbances and even actual tissue changes.
According to the intensity and the point of attack, the dis-
turbance may range from the slightest, clinically latent forms,
to the severest, even directly fatal changes, lie says that
the epileptiform seizures come under the heading of functional
disturbances. Arsenic may be eliminated even months after
un intravenous injection of salvarsan, nnd as Frenkel-llciden,
Navassart, Ullmann and others have apparently demonstrated
that the arsenic preparation is stored up in the liver, toxic
action therefrom may occur even months after the injection,
lie regards the neuroreeurrences and Iler.xheimer reaction in
internal organs as the result of organic changes induced by the
toxic products which either favor the settling of spirochctes
at this point, or preexisting syphilitic changes may focus the
toxic action here.

75. Nail Extension in Treatment of Fractures.—Siissenguth
has applied Steinmiinn's method (mentioned in Tiik .Iouhnal,
1000, liii, p. 422) in twenty cases during the last few years,
leaving the nails or drills in place not longer than twenty
days as a rule. In sixteen of the eighteen eases in which the
method was given a fair trial the result was ideal in respect
to the healing and lack of shortening of the limb, in the two
other cases the patients insisted on using the limb too soon,
against bis advice, and a secondary shortening resulted. The
advantages of the method are the direct action on the bone,
the lighter weights required, easier fixation, convenience for
massage and exercises and avoidance of eczema and circulatory
disturbances. Its drawbacks arc the pains, risk of infection
and of loosening of the nails and of irritation around the nail
holes. The method is particularly useful in cases of com-

pound fracture with extensive injury of the soft parts as the
traction can be exerted from a remote point. It may also
prove useful in treat nient, of fractures rebellious to other
measures or which arc left with deformity. The method thus
is not destined to supersede others but to take rank beside
them for certain special indications. The pains were severe
in half his cases, three patients (men) pulling out or loosen-
ing the iinils the fourth, eleventh or seventeenth day. Three
patients did not seem to feel any pain from the procedure
and in seven others the pain was negligible, but sedatives
Were required in the severe cases during most of the time the
Hails were in place. There was n phlegmtnious swelling around,
the nails in one case and in four the nail holes showed signs of
pressure necrosis but healing was complete by the end of the
month in all. lie mentions that Schwarz and Körber have each
reported a ease of fatal sepsis from the nail extension.
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77 »study of the Indications for ion! Ultimate Outcome of Oper-
ative Treatment of Cholelithiasis, A. Kxner. Critical
review of Hie literature 1907-1911.

78 »Chronic Pancreatitis, a. Arnsteln, Critica] review of the
literature.

79 »Prophylaxis of Epidemic I'olloiiiyelills mid Treatment of the
Conditions it Leaves. (Prophylaxe der Poliomyelitis scuta
und die Behandlung Mirer Folgczustlindc.) 10. Popper. Crit-
ical review of the literature.

80 »ItebillniiH Between the Thymus nnd Exophthalmic Goiter.
(Besiehungen der Thymus zur Basedow'schen Krankheit.)
IS, Melchior. Critical review of the literature.

77. Operative Treatment of Cholelithiasis.—Exner reviews
"09 articles that have been published on this subject during the
last live years, all seeming to show that the ultimate outcome

of operative treatment of gall-stones depends on the recurrence
of trouble. Besides stones left behind, adhesions, hernias
and strictures of the bile passages are not rare. Actual recur-
rence of stones is exceptional after removal of the gull-bladder,
and nil the evidence is in favor of this as the best, although
the more dangerous procedure. To avoid the pseudorecurrences,
the neighboring organs should be carefully examined to ascer-
tain if there is not some other morbid condition in the vicinity.

78. Chronic Pancreatitis.—Arnstein lists the titles of 437
articles that have appeared on this subject in the last five years
in international literature. Vomiting and diarrhea, loss of
flesh, pains principally in the upper abdomen, und anemia are

the main symptoms; a tumor may be palpated in the pan-
creas region. .Iiiundice is observed in about 50 per cent, of the
cases and disturbances in absorption are common, lending to
exaggerated output of fat, nitrogen and creatin. Diabetes
seems to occur only in the cases with much involvement of
the islands. Functional tests of the pancreas may be
instructive but they nre not decisive nnd frequently give
negative results. As a rule, the pancreatitis is associated
with cholelithiasis and is another argument in favor of prompt
Operative measures for the latter. When this is not adopted,
dietetic measures and possibly treatment for syphilis should
be tried. If these fail, an exploratory Iaparotomy. decapsu-
lation of the pancreas or other operative measure may then be
indicated. The mortality from an operation for chronic pan-
creatitis in the seventy-four eases compiled from the literature
was 14 per cent. Fifty-six patients were cured, five more or
less improved, and the outcome is not known in three cases.

79. Epidemic Poliomyelitis.—Popper discusses the treatment
nnd prophylaxis on the basis of 10S articles from the literature.
He says that the name "poliomyelitis." which signifies inflam-
mation of the gray matter of the spinnl cord, no longer applies
to the disease, as we know now that it ¡nay affect the brain,
meninges, medulla and nerves, ns Medin pointed out. The
mortality in the various epidemics on record ranged from 10 to
14 per cent.; complete recovery followed in 13 to 22 per cent.
The experiences to date with operative-orthopedic measures
are reviewed in detail. Some are very promising.

80. Relation of the Thymus to Exophthalmic Goiter.—Mel-
chior's conclusions arc based on considerable unpublished
experience besides 151 articles in the literature and experi-
mental research. It seems evident that an unduly large thymus
accompanies established exophthalmic goiter in fully SO or 90
per cent, of the cases. There is nothing to show that the
large thymus has any special toxic action, but it suggests that
the status thymico -lymphatlcus represents a special reaction
of the tissues to excessive functioning of the thyroid. He
regards the so-called "thymus death" ns a pure "heart death."
The facts are not that an otherwise healthy person suddenly
dies nnd the only pathologic finding is the persistent thymus
—

the truth is that the person has long Buffered from the toxic
action from the diseased thyroid,  seriously injuring the heart
which is liable to fail at aiiy moment, The experiences related
confirm the increasing success of operations on the thyroid
with exophthalmic goiter when the disease is not too far
advanced. The latest statistics 'show that an increasing
percentage of such patients arc being improved or entirely
cured by an operation merely to reduce the size of the thy-
roid; the degree of benefit generally corresponds to the amount
of the thyroid removed.
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